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SNHS Field Trip to Old Carthage Farm, 21 Sept 2013 

 

West side of US 15/501, north of NC 24/27 

 

9 participants plus Carol Bowman and Bruce Sorrie leaders 

 

Weather: cloudy/overcast early, sunny with puffy clouds later 

 

This is an organic farm where they grow Muscadine grapes, blueberries, and lesser amounts of 

other fruits and veggies for sale. The cultivated fields and a pond are near the highway; the rest 

of the property consists of oak-hickory forest, loblolly pine-oak forest, shrub thickets, and a 

couple of clearcut areas now full of weeds. Owners maintain a wide path around the land which 

brings you through these habitats and also beside neighboring crop fields.  

 

Property is open to public for birding and owners allow access to groups like SNHS without 

prior arrangement, as long as we close the gate after entering and leaving. Notify owners of your 

bird sightings--they want to build up their list.   

 

Birds seen:   

Indigo Bunting 

Northern Cardinal 

Gray Catbird 

American Crow 

Mourning Dove 

Northern Flicker 

Blue Grosbeak 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Blue Jay 

Killdeer 

Eastern Phoebe 

European Starling 

Tufted Titmouse 

Eastern Towhee 

White-eyed Vireo 

Turkey Vulture 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Carolina Wren 

Common Yellowthroat 

Common Egret - flew over parking lot, Pinecrest Plaza.  
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Other items of interest:  

 

Fence Lizard 

many spiders! 

Red Velvet Ant--actually a kind of ground wasp  

toads-either American or Southern  

Southern leopard frog 

butterflies: Red-spotted Purple, a fritillary, Red Admiral, a sulphur, others  

 

narrow-leaved sunflower 

Sampson’s snakeroot, a species of “bottle gentian” whose petals do not spread and is 

 pollinated by bumblebees.  Aso called striped gentian (Gentiana villosa)   

cranefly orchid fruits (Tipularia discolor) 

mockernut hickory with abundant large nut husks 

white oak, southern red oak 

American holly-common on one hardwood knoll 

Sandhills golden-aster 

hyssopleaf eupatorium 

flat-topped goldenrod 

chaffweed with its pink flower heads 

fireweed (Erechtites hieraciifolium)--abundant in clearcuts 

pokeweed with lurid red-purple stems.  

 

 

The farm is just over the border into the Piedmont, which gave us a chance to talk about plants 

we saw there - like white oak - that we rarely see in the Sandhills proper. And vice-versa: no 

longleaf pines or wiregrass here! 

Write up by: Bruce Sorrie 

Bird Checklist provided by: Carol Bowman 

Photos provided by: Carol Bowman and Susan Strine 
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